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Scattering of H+ and H- ions and @ ( l s ) atoms in gases, with or without their charge being
altered, has been studied both experimentally artd theoretically. We describe the
experimental setup and a method of reducing the (errors in measuring the charge distributions
a i ( t ) . Cross sections mi', Uil, and uol have been measured at energies E = 1.67, 5.0,
6.9, 10.4, and 14.9 MeV, as have the efficiencies ID? with which the H- ions are neutralized,
together with the target thicknesses tmax,which characterize the interaction of H- and
~ ' ( 1 s )particles with the He, Ar, Kr, Xe, H2, 0 2 , C 0 2 , and C2H2 gases. The Born approximation
for an Hz target in the E=0.1-20 MeV energy range has been used to calculate scattering
cross sections and characteristic scattering angles for hydrogen particles in collisions of type
(io)+(il), (OO), ( i i ) , and (11). A molecular hydrogen target is described using the Wang,
Weinbaum, and Stewart form factors. We analyze these results, and compare them with one another
and with the results of other researchers. O 1995American Institute of Physics.

1. INTRODUCTION

Progress in ion-atom collision physics is related primalrily in a natural way to the study of the interaction of light
particles, such as H+ and H- ions and HO atoms, with gaseous targets. From a practical standpoint, this is due to a
need for devices producing high-power beams of hydrogen
ions and atoms with small angular divergence and emittance
to heat the plasma in fusion reactors, to transport particle
beams over large distances, and for use in storage rings,
colliding-beam accelerators, etc. It also results from a need
to predict the effect of the medium in which the beams
propagate on the beams themselves. From a theoretical
standpoint, light particles serve as the most convenient testing ground for building and verifying numerical models of
various processes.
Despite the historically rather long period of development of this field of ion-atom collision physics, there have
been neither systematic nor experimental studies of the cross
sections for electron loss or capture by hydrogen particles
with energies E higher than 1MeV in interactions with heavy
atomic and molecular gases. This is even more true of sca1:tering that leaves the original charge on the incoming particles unaltered, of the angular characteristics of all the afore:mentioned processes, of scattering in polarized vapor targets,
etc. For one thing, almost everything just said (except for
data on the electron loss cross sections) holds for an H:,
target. The most complete and successful theoretical studie:~
have involved only atomic hydrogen and helium
while experimental work relates to Hz and ~ e . ' - ~ ~ ' ' - ' ~
From 1982 to 1986 we carried out a series of experiments to measure the cross sections and characteristic scattering angles of hydrogen particles emerging as a result of
the loss of one or two electrons by H- ions and H0(ls)
atoms with energies E ranging from 1-15 MeV in gases, the
scattering cross section of H', HO, and H- particles when
their original charge is unaltered, and the production cross
section of hydrogen atoms in the 2 s and 2 p states in the
1
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neutralization of H- ions. Later these processes were studied
theoretically. With Refs. 11 and 12 we started publication of
the physical part of the completed theoretical and experimental studies, while some topics pertaining to the measurement
method are reflected in Refs. 18-20. The first paper11 gives
measurements of the scattering cross sections uii for H',
H', and H- particles with charge unaltered and the cross
sections and characteristic angles for the ( i i ) , (OO), ( l l ) , and
( i ~ ) + ( i l processes
)
in which fast hydrogen particles interact
with a helium target. The second paper12 contains experimental data on the cross sections a i o , a i l , and uol for
H- and ~ ' ( 1 s ) particles with energies E=1.67 and
5.0 MeV; it also contains Born-approximation calculations
of cross sections and characteristic scattering angles for
H-, H', and H+ particles with energies E in the 0.1-20
MeV range for (i0) + ( i l ) processes and collisions that leave
the charge of atomic hydrogen unaltered, and, within the
derived instantaneous dipole moment approximation, in targets consisting of atoms of alkali metals and molecules of
alkali-halide compounds.
In the present paper we examine, in the Born approximation, electron loss by H- ions and the scattering of the
hydrogen particles H f , HO(ls), and H- with incidentparticle energies E in the 0.1-20 MeV range in collisions
with a molecular-hydrogen target. In experiments at
E = 1.67, 5.0, 6.9, 10.4, and 14.9 MeV, we have determined
the cross sections u i o , u i l , and unl for the loss of one or
two electrons by H- ions and ~ ' ( 1 s )atoms in interactions
with He, Ar, Kr, Xe, Hz, 0 2 , COz and CzH2 gases, and we
have measured both the efficiency @? with which H- ions
are neutralized and the corresponding target thicknesses
tmaX.l2The experimental results for E=6.9, 10.4, and 14.9
MeV are published for the first time; the data for E = 1.67
and 5.0 MeV were obtained by the authors of the present
paper, and are presented here to complete the background
required for analysis of the experimental data.
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2. EXPERIMENTAL SYSTEM AND RESULTS OF

MEASUREMENTS

The experimental system consists of standard detection
and monitoring electronics, plus vacuum, gas, and other devices commonly used to measure the charge distribution of
particles in beams (i.e., the fraction Qi(t) of particles with
charge i in the beam after traversing a target of thickness t).
The H- ions are accelerated in a conventional U-120 cyclotron and then, via a beam-bending magnet, directed into the
test channel." A distinctive feature of the apparatus is the
high degree of beam collimation and, as a result, the possibility of maintaining a particle flux after traversing the gas
collision chamber at a level J less than 500 particles per
second, which makes it possible to detect the charge distribution of the hydrogen particles H', H', and H- using a set
of three surface-barrier silicon detectors (typeDKPs-350) operating in the direct particle-counting mode, thus yielding
low noise and interference. The particle flux in a definite
charge state is measured by processing the detector signals in
a spectrometric circuit consisting of a charge-sensitive preamplifier, a pulse-shaper, a differential amplitude discriminator, and a counter. With allowance for the pulsed mode of
operation of the accelerator at the average intensity J mentioned above, errors resulting from the superposition of electrical signals in the apparatus did not exceed 0.5%.
A detailed description of the main components of the
experimental apparatus and the measurement of the charge
composition of the beam of fast hydrogen particles is given
in Refs. 11, 12, and 20. Here we touch only on problems
encountered in reducing the cross-section measurement errors.
One of the main sources of error is related to determining the effective thickness t of the gas target. Cross sections
were measured at a gas pressure P in the collision chamber
(in the range 0.1-1 ~ a " " ~which,
)
on the one hand, was a
compromise between a decreasing error in gas pressure measurements (as the pressure increased) and an increasing uncertainty in the size of the additional target formed by the gas
flowing out of the collision chamber and, on the other, minimized the random error in determining Qi(t). The net error
in measuring t was at most 5-7%.
Numerical analysis of Eqs. (4)-(6) in Ref. 12 for calculating a o , , a i o , and o i l shows that the magnitude of the
error in measuring the cross sections depends to a large extent on the stability, and hence the "purity," of the original
charge makeup of the beam, Qi(t = 0), at the entrance to the
collision chamber filled with the gas being studied. This is
also especially important for the (01) process, because the
presence in the original beam of atoms in long-lived excited
states (specifically in the metastable 2s1,2 state)-in addition
to the HO(ls) atoms--can result in an erroneous overestimate of the measured cross sections uol, since the cross
sections for electron loss by excited ~ ' ( n l ) atoms are considerably higher than the cross section for electron loss by
the ground state of the hydrogen atom (see, e.g., Ref. 5). In
view of this, the H0(ls) beam was prepared using a chargeexchange gas target1' equipped with a differential vacuum
pump system, and an electric deflector to separate the beam
into charge fractions and destroy long-lived states of
2
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@(nl) atoms. The pump was also used to maintain a high
vacuum at a level of less than 1 0 - ~ ~ and
a , there was also a
way to apply a magnetic field to a section (0.40 m long) that
the beam passed through before entering the collision chamber. This guaranteed destruction of the excited ~ ' ( n l )states
and "cleared" the beam of extraneous charge fractions. The
same was done with the original beam of H+ and H- ions.
As a result, the original charge distribution of particles at the
entrance to the collision chamber was almost the same at all
energy values E , and was maintained at Qi(0) = 0.988 and
QO(0)=O.O1O for the original H- beam and at
QO(0)= 0.995 for the original P ( 1 s ) beam.
The charge distribution of the particles in the beam must
be preserved after it leaves the collision chamber only over
the section that the beam traverses from the collision chamber to the system that separates the beam into different
charge components. This was accomplished by implementing
differential pumping immediately after the collision chamber
(this was partly done before the collision chamber, although
there was really no need to do so, because the entrance slit of
the collision chamber, which is needed to collimate the beam
and restrict the gas flow, has extremely small dimensions,
0.02X 6mm2, while the exit slit is 0.3X 6mm2) in order to
maintain a high vacuum in this section (residual gas pressure
< 3 . 104pa), and by placing the separating electric and magnetic deflectors as close as possible to the collision chamber
(=0.2 m for the electric deflector and = 1.2 m for the magnetic deflector).11712320
Note that using semiconductor detectors to detect the
charged components of the beams, rather than measuring devices of other types, on the whole helped reduce the errors in
measuring the fractions Qi(t). No errors in measuring
Qi(t) due to possible defects in the sensitive surfaces of the
detectors (in reference measurements in which the beam was
moved in relation to the detectors) were detected at the
statistical-error level.
Our experimental estimates, calculations of the differential scattering cross sections for particles in the (i0) process
carried out in Refs. 8,11 and 12, and conclusions drawn in
Refs. 7, 12 and 17 about the weak dependence of the characteristic scattering angles on the type of gas target have
shown that the acceptance of the detectors was always much
greater than the emittance of some one of the charged components of the beam.
Figure 1 depicts the experimental dependence of the
charged fraction of the beam, Qi(t), on the thickness of a
C2H2 target for an initial beam of H- ions with energy
E=5.0 MeV. Qi(t) is observed to behave in just the same
way with other targets and collision energies.
Table I lists the cross sections calculated from the measured charge distributions, the H- ion neutralization efficiencies a:" observed at target thicknesses tmax,and the values
S of random experimental errors corresponding to the same
standard deviation. With experimental errors taken into account, these values obey the following basic rules:
1. At fixed incident particle energy, the electron-loss
cross sections form the sequence aio> aol> ai and increase with the atomic number of monatomic gases and with
V. I. Radchenko and G. D. Ved'rnanov
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TABLE I. Experimental data on the cross sections a,, , a i , , and u i , (in
units of 10-"cm2) and the neutralization efficiencies 0
:" for H- ions
observed at gaseous target thicknesses tm" (in units of 1 0 ' ~ c m - ~ ) .
Gas

E,MeV

a,,

ui,

(Ti1

@rtmax

FIG. 1. A typical pattern of the measured charge distribution of hydrogen
particles as a function of the thickness of the C2H2 target for an initial H ion beam with energy E=5.0 MeV.

the atomic numbers of the particles comprising moleculiu
targets (approximately in accordance with the additivity
law12).
2. For a single target, the cross sections uio,uol
, and
ail decrease (with increasing energy) according to a universal functional dependence E-", as a result of which the
efficiency
with which H- ions are neutralized in the
target is independent of the collision energy. For all targets,
nS1.
3. The thickness tmaxat which the value
is reached
is proportional to En and increases as heavy targets are replaced with lighter targets at fixed energy E .

@rax

-

@r

3. CALCULATION OF CROSS SECTIONS FOR AN H2
TARGET

We consider the following processes in which fast hydrogen particles interact with a molecular-hydrogen target:
The superscript "c" indicates that the corresponding values of @;fa'and
tmaxwere not measured directly but calculated using Eq. (7) of Ref. 12 from
the measured cross sections, and S is the measurement error.

in which we take into account all final states of the target,
both from the discrete spectrum and the continuous, which is
denoted by the symbol 2 .
Our starting point is the general perturbation-theory formula for the differential cross section in the center-of-mass
frame of reference obtained in the first Born approximation
without relativistic correction^:^^
3
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where af and pf stand for the final states of the incident and
scattered particles, respectively; v is the scattering angle in
the center-of-mass frame; M is the reduced mass of the colliding systems; ki and kf are the wave vectors corresponding
to the motion of a particle with reduced mass M and the
velocity of the incident particle before and after the collision;
q = kf- ki; U is the potential energy of the interaction of the
V. I. Radchenko and G. D. Ved'manov
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N , , N B , and Nc are the numbers of electrons in particles A,
B, and C. Substituting (8) into the expression for the scattering amplitude derived from (6),

and integrating over d 3 via~ the Bethe integral, we get

FIG. 2. Diagrammatic illustration of the notation used in specifying the
coordinates of the particles participating in a collision of system A with a
diatomic molecule BC.

particles; R is the distance between the centers of mass of the
~ an element of the configuration space of
particles; and d is
the electrons of both particles. For a scattering process
A+BC+ ... in which a monatomic particle A is scattered by
a diatomic molecule BC and in which electron exchange
processes are ignored, the initial and final wave functions in
Eq. (6) can be written as

where
and $af, and GPi and (CIP,are the wave functions,
respectively, of the initial and final states of particles A and
BC; ra is the radius vector of the ath electron of particle A
with respect to its nucleus; rb and rc are the radius vectors of
the bth and cth electrons with respect to the nuclei of B and
C in the molecule. It is convenient at this point to assign to
the nucleus of B the same number of molecular electrons
(more precisely, with allowance for exchange processes, the
radius vectors of those electrons), including outer electrons,
as belong to particle B, and to assign the remaining electrons
to the nucleus of C, which is reflected in the notation of the
arguments of the molecule's wave function in (7) and in the
expression for U below Eq. (8). This notation is illustrated
by Fig. 2.
Let p be the internuclear distance vector in the BC molecule. Then the potential energy of the interaction of the
colliding systems is

where F : ~ ~ ~is( the
~ ) form factor of particle A , and
~

where d TBC is an element of the configuration space of the
electrons of the BC molecule, and might well be called the
form factor of particle B in the BC molecule. The quantity
FgfPiis defined similarly. Note that the form factor (11) depends on the vector p, since p enters into the expression for
the wave functions of the molecule.
Thus, when the incident plane wave describing the incident A particle is scattered by an arbitrary two-center molecule, it creates a complicated interference pattern. The argument (qp)/2 of the trigonometric function is similar to the
argument in the problem of interference of electromagnetic
waves from two coherent sources. Vector p acts as the distance between the sources and q = 27rlX. The interference
amplitude is determined by the form factors.
For symmetric molecules (BC= B2) we have F B = F C ,
and Eq. (10) assumes the form

'~
at the same expression for the H2
Meyerhof et ~ 1 . arrived
molecule.
In studying processes like (1)-(5), one must sum the
differential cross sections (6) over all possible final states of
the molecular target and then average the result over the
directions of vector p. Substituting (12) into (6) yields

where the properties of the target are specified entirely by the
function
where ZA, Z B , and Zc are the charges of the nuclei of particles A, B, and C in units of the elementary charge e ; and
4
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with d R , the element of solid angle in the direction of p.
The quantity 2sB(q) is the square of the effective charge of
the B system in the target molecule. This is evident from the
fact that in large-angle scattering we can formally let
q - . ~ ,which yields s B = z 9 2 and IFAl2=z;.Substituting
these values into Eq. (13), we obtain, as expected, the Rutherford formula multiplied by two, which corresponds to
large-angle scattering of nuclei A by the two identical nuclei
B of the B2 molecule.
The sum of the
in Eq. (14) (including integration
over the final-states continuum) can be evaluated in close~d
form in the Born approximation, i.e., by using a sum rule folr
the final states along with some representation of the average
momentum transfer q in c o l l i s i ~ n s . ~Lee
' ~ ~and chen8 point
out that conceptually this method works when the energy E
of the H--ions is at least 100 keV, and even lower energies
can be used when estimating cross sections. This corresponds to Bohr's
for the applicability of the Born
approximation: ZASZBand V>2ZBvo, where V is the velocity of the incident particle, and vo=2.19. 10~cmlsis the
velocity of the electron in the first Bohr orbit of the hydrogen
atom. The same is true of scattering processes that leave the
charge unaltered. If all this is taken into account, Eq. (13) in
the laboratory frame of reference assumes the form

The ground state of the hydrogen molecule is described
by the Wang wave function.26 We call the corresponding
function F;(q) from Eq. (17) the Wang form factor. The
expression for the Wang form factor contains the following
product of integrals:

where a. is the Bohr radius, me and MA are the electron
mass and the mass of the A particle, and 6 is the scattering
angle in the laboratory frame. Equation (14) becomes

Note that the approximation (18) leads to the correct
functional dependence of (19) on q for small q, i.e., for
scattering angles close to zero. In particular, at q=O, the
expression (16) obviously vanishes if ZB=NB; the same follows from (19).
In addition to the function (19) obtained here, to calculate the cross sections of processes (1)-(5) we used the
square of the effective charge Ss+Sa found by Meyerhof
et ~ 1 . ~via' the Weinbaum wave function for the H2 molecule. The sum Ss+Sa from Ref. 22 is related, by definition,
to the function (19): s,+s,=4sH(q). Using the more complicated Weinbaum wave function leads only to a slight
change in the constants that enter into the definition of Q,
and in the factor 6s2. In the same paper Meyerhof et al.
calculated S,+Sa using the Stewart form factor. We also
used their result in calculating the cross sections of processes
(1)-(5). The expressions for the functions sH(q) from (17)
or S,+S, corresponding to the Weinbaum and Stewart form
factors can easily be derived from Ref. 22, and we will not
write them out here. The expressions for the form factors of
the incident particles and the incoherent scattering functions
S;,(G) for H- ions, which are needed to calculate the cross
sections of processes (1)-(5), can be found in Ref. 11. Below
we compare the characteristic angles and cross sections obtained via the Wang, Weinbaum, and Stewart form factors
with the existing experimental and theoretical results.

IF&^,^

Thus, the quantity specified by Eq. (16) is determined
solely by the wave function of the ground state of the target
molecule.
Ordinarily one uses Eq. (13) when calculating total cross
sections, substituting do = .rrd(g2)lkfkifor d R . We, however, are interested not only in total sections but also in the
angular characteristics of processes (1)-(5) in the laboratory
frame. Hence the calculations of differential and total cross
sections were carried out via Eq. (15).
In the case of an H2 target, Eq. (16) becomes

where F ~ ( B=
) 1- (@Frleiqrl$Fi) is the form factor (11) for
the singlet ground state of the H2 molecule. Here, for th~e
sake of simplicity, the label on the radius vector r has been
dropped, while the subscript "s" indicating the singlet state
of the H2 molecule in the notation of the form factor distinguishes this form factor from the conventional notation for
the hydrogen-atom form factor.
5
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which was approximated, as in Ref. 22, by the right-hand
side of Eq. (18). For the Wang wave function, Z = 1.166,
p=0.76A, and the overlap integral S = ( 1 + x
+ x2/3)e-" = 0.67633, with x=Zp/ao. Using (18), we
arrive at the following form of Eq. (17):

[ ;+;

- 6 e s 2 sin -

- sin -

3;]]

,

where y = qp, and the Wang form factor is

4. DISCUSSION

We have calculated angles11319and total scattering cross
sections for hydrogen particles with energies E =0.1-20
MeV in a H2 target using Eq. (15) for the three form factors
V. I. Radchenko and G. D. Ved'manov
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mentioned above. For the process specified by (3), the scattering of H- ions leaving charge unaltered, the final state of
state because the excited states are
the H- ion is the ground
autodetached.' Applying the sum rule to IF!';l2
in (15) for
af# aiyields the differential scattering cross-section for the
superposition (i0)+(il) of processes (4) and (5), i.e., the
cross sections

TABLE 11. Total cross sections (in units of 10-'~crn~)for the scattering of
hydrogen particles in a H, target with electron detachment and with no
alteration of charge, calculated in the present work.

E, MeV

UX

urn

c+aA2s)

uoo(2p)

uii

20.0

7.85
7.60
3.88

1.099
1.073
0.6883

0.0653
0.0631
0.0304

0.356
0.342
0.146

9.26
9.67
3.720

and

eI2=

along with the characteristic angles
~(1:;)+(~').
HOWever, ail is only four-hundredths of aio (see Refs. 1, 2 and
Table I). This makes it possible to estimate quite accurately
the characteristic angles and cross sections for neutralization
of the H- ions. Computed results are listed in Tables 11-IV,
where
we
have
introduced
the
notation
am=aoo(ls) + ~ ~ ( 2+sam(2po).
)
Table IV lists the parameters contained in the asymptotic expressions for the
characteristic angles and cross sections as functions of energy:

The parameters have numerical values such that when substituted into Eqs. (20) and (21) they yield angles in units of
prad and cross sections in units of 10-"cm2 if E is measured in MeV. The values of aoo(ls) and allare not listed in
Table 11 because they can be determined from Eqs. (21) to
full accuracy over the entire 0.1-20 MeV energy range.
Analysis of the results of calculations for the H, target
produced the following results:
1. The differential scattering cross sections for the processes (1)-(5) have the same shape and features as in scattering from H and He targets.'1312
2. All form factors employed yield essentially the same
values of the characteristic scattering angles (except the
for E =0.1-1 MeV), close to those calculated in
angle 6):\
Ref. 12 for an atomic hydrogen target, especially for
E > 1MeV. Experimental data on the characteristic scattering
angles for a H2 target exist only for the (i0) process and
E=50-150 keV (Ref. 17); the calculated values of the
angles 8f,, are approximately 1.3 times smaller than the
6(,:;) measured by Dyachkov et a1.;17 over this energy range,
hqwever, they obey a
E - ~ law
. ~ rather
~
than a
@(lo)
E-0.5 law.
1I2

-

eI2-

3. For the angles 61:;) and 6(,fi), the Weinbaum form
factor over the range E =5-20 MeV leads to angles that vary
much more rapidly than E-' (the functions do not reach
their asymptotic limit), which is probably incorrect. There6
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For each value of the collision energy E we fist three values of the cross
sections corresponding (successively downward) to calculations done with
the Wang, Weinbaum, and Stewart form factors.

fore, the corresponding coefficients k i i and kll listed in
Table IV only approximate the energy dependence and do
not characterize asymptotic behavior.
4. The cross sections obtained with the Wang and Weinbaum form factors differ only by 5% at all values of E , while
the cross sections calculated with the Stewart form factor are
smaller than the above cross sections by a factor 1.5-2.5. For
V. I. Radchenko and G. D. Ved'manov
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TABLE 111. Characteristic scattering angles (in units of 10-%ad) for fast
hydrogen particles in an H2 target with electron detachment and with no
alteration of charge, calculated in the present work.

E, MeV

efn

4;)

4;:)

4;)

TABLE IV. Parameters used in the asymptotic formulas (20) and (21) for
the characteristic angles and the cross sections of the processes ( i ~ ) + ( i l ) ,
( W ) , (ii),and (11) calculated for an H2 target via the Wang form factor and
the Weinbaum and Stewart form factors taken from Ref. 21.
Form factors
Process

Parameter

Wang

Weinbaum

Stewart

ks

28.6

28.80

30.01

s

157.0

152.0

77.60

km
46.5
Coo
21.98
coo(ls)
13.55
~ ~ ( 2 s ) 1.306
cao(2~)
7.12

46.6
21.46
13.35
1.262
6.84

52.3
13.77
10.24
0.608
2.92

7.64
90.2
0.76

6.63ap
83.6
0.72

7.64
35.16
0.75

7.72
36.05
5906

7.56ap
39.82
11 360

7.72
13.46
2663

(io)+(ii)
C

(00)

(ii)

ki i
Cii
n
~

(11)

I

C 11

a

I

The quantity a is given in units of
MeV. The superscript "ap" on the
coefficients ke and k,, obtained with the Weinbaum form factor indicates
that the coefficients approximate the E dependence of 4
); and
and do
not reflect the asymptotic behavior, which in the 5-20 MeV energy range is
not even achieved.

20.0

6.43
6.44
6.71

10.4
10.5
11.7

0.382
0.317
0.382

0.386
0.319
0.386

For each value of the collision energy E we list three values of the angles
corresponding (successively downward) to calculations done with the Wang;,
Weinbaum, and Stewart form factors.

the ( i ~ ) + ( i l process,
)
they are in good agreement with our
experimental data and the data of other researchers, as well
as with the results of theoretical calculations8 (see Fig. 3).
5. The cross sections a l l , goo, and u i i calculated with
the Stewart form factor in the present paper coincide, if the
experimental error is taken into account, with the measured
cross sections of Refs. 11 and 18.
7
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6. The relations between the constant-charge cross sections and the ratio of these cross sections to a x was found to
be approximately the same as for an atomic hydrogen
target.12
7. Comparison of the characteristic angles and cross sections of processes (2)-(5) for an Hz target with the same
specifications as a He target, similar to the comparison in
Ref. 12, points up the utility of using H2 targets to obtain
strong low-emittance beams of hydrogen atoms by neutralizing H- ions.
As for our experimental cross sections aolfor the H2
target, these proved to be 30% greater than the values calculated by Riesselmann et aL9 and agreed, to within the experimental errors, with the values of uo1calculated by Meyerhof
et aLZ2with the Stewart form factor.
In the case of a helium target, our experimental data
(Table I) for the sum of processes, ( i ~ ) + ( i l ) coincide
,
to
within the experimental errors with the results of calculations
in Refs. 6, 8 and 11, and are in good agreement with the
results of experiments done by Smythe and ~ o e v s and
' ~ Dimov and ~ u d n i k 0 v . lOn
~ the average, the cross sections
uol(He) are 30% above those calculated by Riesselmann
et aL9The cross sections uolfor the O2 target obtained in the
present work are essentially identical with those obtained by
Berkner, Kaplan, and ~ ~ l e . ~
Systematic experimental data on the cross sections
a o l , aio, and a i l for E > 1MeV pertaining to targets comprised of heavier gases exist only for argon10,14,15,27728
and
agree with our cross section listed in Table I to within the
experimental errors. Comparison of the cross sections uol
and
calculated by Riesselmann et ~ 1and
. ~measured in
the present work for Ar, Kr, and Xe targets shows that the
V. I. Radchenko and G. D. Ved'manov
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FIG. 3. Cross sections uz of electron losses by the H- ions in
a H2 target. Theoretical results (solid and dashed curves): curve
1, the cross sections calculated in the present work with the
Wang and Weinbaum form factors (which are essentially identical on the scale of the figure); curve 2, the cross section
calculated in the present work with the Stewart form factor;
and curve 3, the cross section calculated in Ref. 9 (for
E >0.5 MeV this curve coincides with curve 2). Experimental
data: results of the present work; A-Ref. 5; 0-Ref. 13;
.-Ref.
14; A-Ref. 15; X-Ref. 16. The results of studies
from Ref. 14 and 16 for E=1.3 MeV given in this figure wrrespond to qosection.

theoretical curves for the cross sections fall, as the energy
increases, somewhat faster than the experimental curves, intersecting the latter near E = 10 MeV.
Table I demonstrates that all the cross sections of electron loss by fast hydrogen particles that we measured follow
an approximate power-law energy dependence, a E-". Here
the spectral index n = 1 for He and H2, and decreases as the
target's atomic number rises. This is probably due to a relative rise in the probability of occurrence of the processes
studied here with increasing energy E, provided that the relative velocity of the colliding particles approaches in magnitude the average orbital velocity of the electrons in the inner
shells of the target atoms.
Comparing the electron-loss cross section uio and uol
(Table I) with the constant-charge hydrogen-particle cross
sections uii (Ref. 11) at E = 1.67 MeV, we see that for all
targets the cross sections in question are of similar magni,
tude, and that ~ & ~ i ~ = 0 . 1 7 - 0 . 4 0u&uol=0.63-0.95,
~ i i / ~ i ~ = 0 . 2 5 - 0 . 5and
6 , ~ ~ ~ / ~ ~ ~ = 2 . From
4 - 4 .the
0 . viewpoint of formation of beams of HO and Hf particles with
minimal angular divergence by stripping H- ions, these relations are such (all other things being equal) that a H2 target
proves to be the best for forming a beam of HO atoms and the
worst for forming a proton beam. Note that in choosing a
target it is important to thoroughly study and compare not
only the cross sections, but also the angular characteristics of
fast hydrogen-particle scattering processes with and without
charge alteration.

5. CONCLUSION

1. The electron-loss cross sections found in our experiments coincide, to within the measurement errors, with the
8
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existing experimental and theoretical data for HZ, He, and
Ar targets, which suggests that the data on cross sections

obtained for other gases are accurate.
2. Calculations carried out in the present work for an
H2 target with the Stewart form factor yield cross sections
a x , '+I$, uoo, and all that agree in the best possible way
with the existing experimental and theoretical results. The
characteristic angles exhibit the correct energy
dependence,7~8~11~12.'7
and usually only slightly exceed the
corresponding angles calculated on the basis of the Wang and
Weinbaum form factors over the entire 0.1-20 MeV energy
range. Bearing all this in mind, let us examine the problem of
errors in calculating the total cross sections of the processes
(1)-(5). By the error of a calculated quantity we mean the
probable deviation of that quantity from its true value,
which, in the absence of other criteria, is established empirically. Then the computational error is determined by the
measurement error in the quantity with which the comparison is made. The fact that the theoretical results coincide
with the experimental data (to within the measurement errors) at points in the method's range of applicability generally makes it possible to assess, with a certain degree of
accuracy, the validity of the calculations over the method's
full range of applicability. For instance, in the computational
model that we used with the Stewart form factor for all
E 2 0 . 7 MeV, the error in calculating the cross section UI;
amounted to lo%, while for the other cross sections the error
was 25%. Near the lower boundary of the range within
which the Born approximation could be applied,
E = 100 keV, the given computational model probably overestimates values (by approximately a factor 1.5 for E = 100150 keV) of the cross sections in comparison to the measured values (see Fig. 3 and Ref. 8), i.e., the theoretical
V. I. Radchenko and G. D. Ved'manov
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approach carries a systematic error. At the same time, the:
choice of wave functions for the description of colliding par-.
ticles may have a significant effect on the computational error. For instance, using the Wang and Weinbaum wave func-.
tions for the H2 target, we found cross sections for the:
processes (1)-(5)that are approximately twice the cross sec-.
tion calculated with the Stewart form factor, while using dif-.
ferent wave functions for the H- ion changes the calculatedl
values of the cross sections by only 5-10% (cf. Ref. 8 andl
Refs. 11 and 12).
3. It is known8311312
that the characteristic angles o::, andl
t9(,fi)are comparable in magnitude with the angles t9(,:!) andl
8(,7;), but that 8 1 : ) ~
The result is that in some tech-.
nical applications, when a beam of particles with low angular
divergence is formed, a fraction of particles scattered with1
unaltered charge through large angles must be consideredl
lost to further utilization. Naturally, this fraction grows with
target thickness and, starting at a certain t, even faster than
the beam fraction with the required charge. Hence for each
specific case, the optimum target thickness topt should be:
selected. Obviously, in preparing a beam of hydrogen atoms;
with low emittance via the neutralization of H- ions, the:
value of topt will be somewhat lower than tmax, with
@;pt<@gmax.
4. Bearing in mind the essence of the applied problems
noted in the Introduction and the analysis of the results of the:
present work, we can conclude that it would be worthwhile
to study the total cross sections and angular characteristics of
electron-loss processes ( i ~ ) (, i l ) , and (Ol), scattering processes ( i i ) , (00), and (11) with no charge alteration, and (i0)
processes with formation of hydrogen atoms in excited n l states for a broad spectrum of targets and energy ranges.
The authors would like to note the role of the late P. A.
Demirkhanov and the late D. V. Chkuaseli in the statement of
the experimental problem. The authors are also deeply grate..
ful to V. N. Kudryavtsev and Yu. G. Lazarev and many others for the help in preparing and carrying out the measurements.
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